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Heads UP BY 
BRINN WILLIFORD  

  The scheduling of events at a school is often a 
very complex and complicated task.  Never has 
that been more evident than this spring at St. 
Cyprian’s School!  In January, the State of 
Texas moved TAKS testing from its original 
schedule.  That might be of no consequence at 
some schools, but it has created some 
“opportunities for problem solving”, to quote a 
former teaching partner.  The first situation 
created was our 5th grade Science TAKS.  It 
was moved back a week, to the week our 5th 
grade will be in Washington, DC!  I have asked 
for, and received permission from, the Test 
Security Division of TEA to move our 5th grade 
Science test to the end of this week instead of 
the next week.  Next came Field Day, originally 
scheduled for April 25th (after all TAKS testing 
was to be complete), with that date no longer 
an option, Coach Melissa Jones has spent 
tireless hours on the phone to find a date that 
will work for both our school and our 
“inflatables” supplier.  That date is now Friday, 
May 9th.  A good, solid date, right?  Except for 
the fact that our 4th and 5th Grade Science Fair 
was on that date.  Thanks to flexibility on the 
part of our 4th/5th grade teachers, the Science 
Fair is now on Thursday, May 8th.  All new dates 
have been written on the calendar IN INK, and 
are firmly locked in.  Thanks to all that helped in 
the “problem solving”! 

  I have had my first dose of 3rd Grade’s Market 
Day.  All I can say is that I have finished my 
Christmas shopping early, and my hair has 
never looked better.  Have a great week, 
everyone! 

  At St. Cyprian’s School, we pledge to honor 
God in all we do and educate our students 
academically, physically, and spiritually.  
  
Preparing for rain, 
 
Mr. Brinn Williford,  
Head of School 
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FIELD DAY HAS BEEN 
MOVED 

TO FRIDAY, MAY 9TH 
The state has changed the 
TAKS testing dates therefore we 

have rescheduled our Field Day. Field Day is 
now scheduled for Friday, May 9th. Parents 
please check your calendars and get with 
Coach Jones if you are available to help with 
Field Day. 

 
Teacher – Parent Conference Day 

Student Holiday, April 28th 
We have set aside Monday, April 28th as a 
Teacher-Parent Conference Day. Please take 
this opportunity to schedule a time to meet with 
your child’s teacher. This is also a student 
holiday.  

 
DI – Dinner Instantly 

The 4th Grade Zany Brains DI Team is raising 
funds to pay for their Global DI Competition in 
Tennessee by selling casseroles and desserts. 
Items range in price from $15 - $20. Menus are 
available in the office. Orders are due Friday, 
April 25th and will be delivered to the school 
office on Monday, April 28th.  
 

Specialty Scoop - Art 
Foreshortening : When an object 
appears compressed when seen 
from a particular viewpoint, and the effect of 
perspective causes distortion. Particularly 
effective when well rendered on the picture 
plane to create the illusion of a figure in space.  
 
“Big hands, big feet, little body…” sounds 
strange, but it’s a study in foreshortening. 3rd, 
4th and 5th grades are having great fun creating 
a free falling self-portrait. In previous lessons 
this year we have discussed perspective in line 
drawings and how shading can create the 
illusion of depth. In this project we have 
combined the two. We started by tracing feet 
and hands on our papers, then drawing a small 
head and body. Arms and legs were then 
added, smaller at the body and larger at the 
hands and feet. Compliment this with detailed 
clothing and facial features, and add in some 
shading for a fun picture. Be sure to look for 
these coming home in the next few weeks. 
 
Splatter! 
Ms. Jeannie 
 



Grade Level News 
 
3K News : We had a Great two weeks learning 
about gardening fruits, vegetables and flowers! We 
are very excited this week to study the rodeo! We 
will learn about rodeo animals and rodeo events. We 
will also discuss the people who participate in the 
rodeo and what they do! Look for our rodeo projects 
towards the end of the week! We will review our 
letters and numbers! HAVE A GREAT WEEK!!! 
 
 4K News:  This week we will continue to learn about 
farm life. Our focus will be on the animals that live on 
the farm and the duties these animals perform. We 
will also continue to care for our newly planted 
“crops.” We are very excited to be using the brand 
new greenhouse to house our plants. Our math unit 
will include our farm games as well as spotlighting 
our patterning skills. The letter of the week is Ww. 
Don’t forget to return your permission slips for our 
trip to Mrs. Alicia’s farm this week. 
 
Kindergarten News : We are so excited about our 
Pet Show on Wednesday, April 23rd. Please bring 
your pet to the awning area in front of the gym. I will 
meet you there. Please have your pet to school no 
later than 8:15. The show will begin after chapel. 
Remember, all pets must be on a leash or contained 
for safety reasons. Please have your child's pet 
poster to school by Tuesday. Thank you so much for 
your help with this exciting 5-K event! Be sure to 
check out our Pet books in the hallway. Our book 
includes describing our pet, how we care for our pet 
and why we love our pet. During math, we will 
continue learning about our calendar which includes 
learning the days of the week, months of the year 
and sequencing events. I will be assessing the kids 
this week for report cards, therefore, I will not send 
home guided readers. Our Student of the Week is 
Katie Davis. 
 
1st Grade News:  This week we are learning about 
fractions. We know that a fraction is a part of 
something whole. We will make a fruit pizza to 
enhance our fraction lesson. As we cut the fruit and 
cut the pizza students will be able to see how they 
can eat a fraction. We are also learning about 
plants. We will plant a variety of plants and seeds to 
observe and record progress. We will do 
experiments to see how plants grow best. Thursday 
is our learning excursion to Bugs, Bees, Blossoms & 
Butterflies. Don't forget your picnic lunch to take to 
the park. Please turn in permission slips and $3.00 
for this trip. Maddie Zimmerman and Todd Freeman 
are our students of the week.  
 
2nd Grade:  This week we will be reading “Slippery 
Ice” focusing on comprehension and plot. In 
Language we will be reviewing apostrophe usage 
and prepositional phrases.  Our Spelling words this 
week for list 30 all have the “ch” spelling. We will 
continue to practice all of our cursive letters, 
focusing on formation and spacing.  Please keep 

your students reading for our Baseball Reading 
Contest with third grade! We will be having a 
baseball game on Wednesday, April 30, after lunch. 
Please don’t forget that their reading also counts for 
the Library reading logs! In math, we will finish our 
chapter on length, area, and temperature on 
Wednesday and start a chapter on weight, mass, 
and capacity on Thursday. There is no math 
homework this week. We will look more closely at 
the underwater world this week in science. We 
started Unit 6 Our Neighbors Near and Far today in 
social studies. Students will need to know which 
country (countries) their ancestors came from to 
America.  
 
3rd Grade News:  The third grade would like to 
thank everyone who came to Market Day, all of you 
helped make it a huge success! We raised enough 
money to cover our admission to NASA as well as 
our lunches and then some. The math TAKS test 
has been moved to next week. Our recycled 
character creations will be due this Wednesday. We 
will have a "peach" party to celebrate James and the 
Giant Peach this Friday. Dividend, divisor, quotient... 
we will begin a new unit on division this week. Also, 
please practice your 9's multiplication facts as we 
will have a one-minute timed quiz this Friday. Unit 6- 
Communities Change Over time (Social Studies) has 
come to a conclusion, we will have a test this 
Thursday.  
 
4th Grade News:  This week will read chapters 1-10 
of Holes focusing on vocabulary and 
comprehension. Our spelling test over lesson 32 will 
be on Thursday. In science we will learn about 
weather safety, sea breezes and land breezes.  
 
5th Grade News : We will begin Number the Stars 
this week focusing on vocabulary and 
comprehension. We will have a spelling test over 
lesson 32 on Thursday. In science we will learn 
about landfills, recycling and environmental 
awareness. We will take our science TAKS test on 
Friday. In social studies we will work on our 
presidential research reports.  
  
4th and 5 th: We will visit our Reading Buddies on 
Thursday. Science Fair projects are now due 
Thursday, May 8. Science Fair will take place in the 
gym. There will be judges and prizes will be 
awarded. 

 
Mark Your Calendar 

April 25th  5th Grade Science TAKS 
April 28th Parent-Teacher Conference 
  Student Holiday 
April 29th 5th Grade to Washington D.C. 
  3rd and 4th Math TAKS 
April 30th 4th Reading TAKS 
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